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COVID-19 PATIENTS CLINICAL EXPERIENCE WITH OCULAR INVOLVMENT
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Abstract: In 2021, University Hospital Lozenetz Sofia is designated as a center for treatment of coronavirus
infection patients with of national importance. Purpose: We tested conjunctival swabs of 50 people in addition to the
standard nasopharyngeal swabs by the rt PCR method. They were all admitted for treatment in the department for
conventional uncomplicated COVID-19 infection. The aim was to find possible relation between coronavirus
infection climatical course and Sars-CoV-2 RNA presence in the anterior eye segment secretions. Materials and
methods: A qualified ophthalmologist registered the subjective ocular complaints of the patients. Some objective
findings in the anterior eye segment such as hyperemia, chemosis, epiphora and pathological secretion were also
recorded. Sars-CoV-2 swab samples were taken by the same specialist from the inferior conjunctival fornix
consequently as those from the nasopharynx. They were examined simultaneously in the hospital’s laboratory of
virology and immunology following approved protocol according to the specifics of the virus. Some features of their
treatment applied and medical condition details were studied and analyzed, including oxygen saturation, body
temperature, pulmonary involvement, duration of hospitalization, etc. Results and discussion: The presence of Sars-
CoV-2 in ocular secretions was established in 12% of patients tested. Some relations were found between the
positive PCR conjunctival test and the clinical condition. Conclusion: Further research needs to be done to establish
whether there are specific interconnections between the ophthalmic finding, the prognosis and the course of the
coronavirus disease.
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Pesrome: Ilpe3s 2021r YMBAJL Jlozenenr Codust ¢ o0ocoOeHa Karo IEHTBP 3a JICUCHHE Ha IMAIUCHTH C
KOopoHaBUpycHa WH(pekius oT HauuoHanHo 3HadeHue. Llem: [Ipum 50 mamuwenta ot OTneneHue 3a HEYCIOXKHEH
COVID-19 e wuscnenBaHa oOcBeH Ha3zodapuHreasiHa, CbIIO M KOHIOHKTMBHa mpoba mnocpencreom 1t PCR.
IIpoyuBaHeTo LienM a MOTHPCH Bph3Ka Mexay Hanmuauero Ha Sars-CoV-2 B mpoba OT MpeaeH OYeH CeKpeT U Xoja
Ha KoponaBupycnara Gonect.. Marepuann u meroan: Kamuduimpan odranMornor peructpupa CyOeKTHBHHUTE
OYHM OIUIaKBaHMS Ha OosHHTe. KnacmpuumpaHu ca 1o TeXECT W HIKOM OOCKTMBHHM IPOMEHH B NPEIHHS OYEH
CETMEHT KaTo XHUIIePEeMHsI, XeM03a, ChJI3eHE U MaToJoTrn4Ha cekpelys. [Ipodure 3a nokasBaHe Ha Sars-Co-2 ca B3eTn
OT €JMH W CBIIN CNIEIHAINCT OT JI0JEeH KOHIOHKTHBEH (POPHUKC €THOMOMEHTHO C TakuBa OT Ha3ogapuHkca. Te ca
W3CJIC/IBAaHN Ha €MH eTall BbB BHPYCOJIOTHYHATa Jlaboparopusi Ha OOJHHMIATa MO YTBBPICH IPOTOKOI ChOOpa3HO
cnenuduknTe Ha BUpyca. [Ipoydenu ca 1 ca aHAIM3UPaHU HIKOM OCOOCHOCTH OT NPOBEIICHOTO JIeYeHNEe Ha OOJIHUTE
W HKOW JJaHHH, CBBP3aHHU C TSIXHOTO ChCTOSIHHE, B T.U. KUCJIOPOJHA cCaTypalusl, TeJleCHa TeMIieparypa, 6ei1oapoOHo
3acsiraHe, NPOABIDKUTETHOCT Ha XOCIUTaIU3alusTa U ap. HampaBeHo e cpaBHEHHE 32 KOHKPETHM MOKa3aTeln Ha
OonHKTe C MoJokUTeNeH u ¢ orpuuarenen PCR pesynrar ot ounus cekper. Pesynraru u muckycus: Hanuuue Ha
Sars-CoV-2 B oueH cekpeT ce noka3Ba mpu 12% OT ManueHTUTEe YCTaHOBEHW Ca HSKOM 3aBHCHMOCTH MEXIY
TIOJIOXKHUTCIIHUAT OYCH TCCT M KIIMHHUYHHA XOJ Ha 3a00JIIBAHETO. 3aKJIIOUEHHUE: HCO6X0)II/IMI/I Ca AOIIbJIHUTCIIHU
W3CIIe/IBaHUs, 32 J1a C€ YTOYHM MMa JIM KOHKPETHa Bpb3Ka MEXIy O(TalMONOTMYHATa HAXoJKa, MpOTHO3ara U
nporuyanero Ha KoponaBupycHara 6osecr.

KatouoBu xymu: COVID-19, xonronktiBHH 1podwu, rt PCR, Sars-CoV-2, kmuHUuYeH X0x

1. BbBEAEHUME

[pe3 nexkemBpu 20191 B KUTAKCKUA TpajJ YXaH Bb3HHKBA OTHUINE HA )KMBOTO3ACTpAallaBaIia HHPEKIHs, MpoTHYaIIa
¢ M3KJIIOYUTENHO 3apa3Ha MHeBMOHHUA. BrmocnenctBue e HapedueHa KoponaBupycnara 6ornect 2019 mmm Covidl9
KaTo 4eCTO MMa M JPYTH CEPHO3HW KIMHWYHU MposBieHUs. [[pUUIUHUTENST € HOB maM KopoHa Bupyc — 2019 —
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nCoV. Cera e umenysan Sars-CoV-2, Thii kaTo Moxe aa goBese 10 Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome SARS nnn
TeXBK ocThp pecnuparoper cunapom OPJIC c¢ norennuanHo daraneH kpail. KopoHa BupycuTe ca oTIaaBHa
M3BECTHHU 300 W aHTPONOIATOTEHH, MpHUIHCIIBaT ce kKbM enHoBepmwkante PHK Bupycu. lo Hagamoro Ha 21Bek
YOBCIIKUTE KOPOHA BUPYCH Ca CMATAaHH 3a HEOCOOCHO OMAcHH NPUYMHSBAINK JEKH HHQEKIMH HA TOPHHUTE
JIUXaTeNHH ThTUIMA M ractpoeHTepuTH. IIpe3 2002 ce mosesaBa Sars-CoV-2, a mpe3 2012 -Mers-CoV, kouto
MIPEAN3BUKBAT TEXKKH CHHAPOMH Ha AMXaTelTHA HEAOCTAThYHOCT, C YECTO JieTaleH u3xoA. IIpe3 despyapu 2020
CaeroBHara 3npasHa Opranm3anus (C30) o0sBsBa miobamHa manmemus, Sars-CoV-2 ce oka3Ba MHOTO TI0-3apa3eH
OT IIPEAWIIHHUTE IIAaMOBE M 3a JIBA MECella BOAW A0 AECETOKPATHO MoBeYe Ciiydan — O0mm3o 80 XWisian 3apas3eHd,
noBeue ot 2500 mounHanu B Kurait u ome Han 25 nppxaBu. B bbarapus 3apaBHUTE BnacTy 00sBSABAT M3BBHPEIHA
enuaemMuyHa oOctaHoBka mpe3 wmapt 2020. [locraHoBsiBaT ce CHOTBETHH MEpKH 3a OrpaHUYaBaHE
pa3npocTpaHEeHHETOo Ha 3apa3aTa, Kacaelly HaCeJIeHUETO U JICYCOHNTE 3aBe/ICHHsI, KOUTO C€ OOHOBSIBAT MEPUOIUIHO.
Haii- pasmpoctpanenu B cBeTa ca nojaBapranTuTe Ha Omicron, ¢ OTHOCUTEIHO OJIAronpusTeH XO Ha WHQEKUUTA.
CwmppTHOCTTA ce m3uucisiBa a0 2,2% cnopen C30, Bapupa 1o reorpadcku KpUTEpHH M CE BIUSIC OT pasiiduHU
CBI'BTCTBALIM (haKTOPH- BB3PACT, IPUIPY’KaBalliy 3a00IsIBaHUs U IP.

IMopagu cxsamanero, 4e SarsCov2 e pecrupaTopeH BUPYC, NPENNa3uTe MEPKH HE PSIAKO €€ HETIMKHUPAT HpH
ManueHTy 0e3 TakbB XapakTep Ha oruiakBaHuATa. OYHUAT Tponu3bM Ha Sars-Cov-2 M JOKaJHHTE My NPOSIBH ca
OCHOBAaHHE 32 3aBHIIaBaHE BHUMAHUETO, @ KbM MOMEHTA TOYHHUAT O(TAIMOIOTHYEH MEXaHN3bM Ha 3apa3sBaHe HE €
N35CHEH.

EnHa ot Haii- yectute odrammonornyau npossu Ha COVID-19 e anraxxupane Ha koHIOHKTHBarta. Criopen 0030p u
MeTaaHanm3 Ha Zhong, Y. Et al., Haii- cpemann ouyHE HaxoAKH ca xumnepemus 7,6%, cexper 4,8%, emmdopa 6,9%,
ycemane 3a 9yxa0 tsuio 6,9%. [onoxurenau koHrOHKTHBHU PCR mpo6u uma mpu 0,2-6,4%, a 1o- TeKKo OOTHHUTE
Ca CbC MOBUIICH PUCK OT OYHU YCJIOXHCHUA, B T.4. YBCUTH, ONITUYHU HECBPUTHU, PCTUHATIHU XEMOpAruu u TpOM603I/I
u mop. Ot €AHa CTpaHa HC BCUYKU MAIUCHTU CbC CUMIITOMU Ha KOHIOHKTHUBHUT Ca I/IH(beKIlI/IO:SHI/I HOCHUTCIIHU, OT Apyra
HE € U3BECTHO KOJIKO OT aCUMIITOMHHTE MAallUE€HTH Pa3BUBAT 00JIeCTTa BIOCIEICTBHE.

2. HEJ

IlenTa Ha HACTOAIIOTO M3CIEIBAHE € 1A CE aHAJIU3MPa CHCTOSHUETO TPH IAIMEHTH C KOPOHaBUpYyCHa Ooiect
JIEKyBaHU B CTAI[MOHAPHHU YCJIOBUS, BbB BPB3Ka C OYHATa Haxoj[ka M Hanuduero Ha Sars-Cov-2 B KOHIOHKTHBHA
npoba. Cnen o6ckKaaHe Ha MOTYYCHNATE PE3YATATH, Aa C€ MOTHPCAT BPB3KH MEXIY HOJIOKHUTEITHUTE KOHIOHKTHBHU
PCR mpo0u 1 ChCTOSTHHETO Ha 3acerHAaTHTE OOHU.

3. MATEPUAJIU U METOHA

Ha 6a3a nmopeauria 3anoBean ot CronnyHa Pernonanna 3apaBHa MHCHekws, oT eceHTa Ha HoemBpu 202 1T. mopaan
yCJIOKHEeHara enuaemuonornyna oocranoska, YMBAJI Jlozenery EAJ] TpancdopMupa mouTH BCHYKH OTAEIEHHS C
M3KJTIOUYEHUE Ha OTJEJICHUSATA MO aKylmepcTBO W THUHeKosnorus u  Heonartojorus B COVID -19 otnenenwus.
OdopmeHn ca JiBe 3BeHa — 3a JIeUCHHE Ha HEyClokHeH u 3a ycinokHeH COVID-19 ¢ MHTEH3MBEH CEKTOp C
BB3MOJKHOCT 332 peaHWMAIIMOHHU TPIKU. 3a KajeHaapHara 2021r. Haj Xuisja ¥ JBECTa MalueHTa ca MOTHPCUIIH
MenuiuHcka oMot B YMBAUJI JloszeHer 3a nedeHre Ha KOPOHABUPYCHO 3a00JIsIBAaHE.

Taon.1 Xocnumanusupanu 60oanu 6 YMBAJI Jlozeney EAJl Cogpus no noeoo COVID-19 3a 20212

3BeHO Jlerjio nuu [pemunaau 60aHU CpeneH npecrtoii B 1HM
COVID -19 uHTEH3UBEH 2512 227 11,1
COVID -19 Heyc/10kHEH 6894 991 7

B Hacrosioro o0chkaaHe ca BKIOUeHH S50 XOCHUTAIM3MPaHH JIUIE, HPOJIeXadd B YHUBEPCHTETCKA OOJHHIA
Jlozenenn Codus npe3 mecerure oktoMBpu u HoemBpu 2021r. Te ca ¢ mokasan Sars-Cov-2 B Hazo(hapHHreansHa
npo6a mocpenctsoM 1t PCR u ca moctemmmm ¢ ymepeno texbk Covid-19 B oTneneHre 3a HEMHTEH3MBHO JICUCHHE.
Briocrezncreue e B3eTa 1 1poda oT J0JieH KOHIOHKTHBeH (hopHHKC. OvHaTa npoba € B3eTa ¢ YeTKa ¢ KbCH BIIACHHKH,
a He ChC cTpun GuaThbpHa xapTus 3a lllupmep TecT 3apaau JIUTEpATypPHUTE JAaHHM 33 [10- TOJsIMa JOCTOBEPHOCT.
Uzcnensanu ca eMTHOMOMEHTHO ¢ Ha3zodapuHreaneH cekper B Jlaboparopusara 1mo MUKpPOOHOJIOTHSI M BUPYCOJIOTHS
Ha OOJHHIATa 1O MPOTOKOJN OT KBATU(HUIMPAH CICIUAIUCT, U3PAOOTEH CIOpE] CTAHIAPTUTE M CHENU(PUKUTE Ha
BHpYCa.

Uzcnensanero Ha HaOpanuTe marepuanu upe3 real time PCR e m3BbpiieHO, cra3Baiiku onpeiereHa MeTOJOIOTHs.
ExcrpaxupaHeTo Ha HYKJICHHOBHUTE KHUCEIUHH OT Ha30(apHHTCATHUTE H KOHIOHKTHBHH MPOOU CTaBa IMOCPEACTBOM
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QIAamp® Viral RNA Mini Kit (QIAGEN GmbH, Germany) wu aBromarusupana cucrema QIA Symphony SP
(QIAGEN GmbH, Germany). IIpodute ce oOpaborBar ¢ amapar QIAgility (QIAGEN GmbH, Germany).
Herexumsara Ha 3te reHa oT SARS-CoV-2— RdRP, E u N craBa ¢ BeTpemHa konTpona (RNaseP gene) mocpencsom
IVD LiliF™ COVID-19 Multi Real-Time RT-PCR Kit (iNtRON Biotechnology, Korea). ToBa mpaBu Bp3MOKHA
€IHOBPEMCHHATA OIICHKa Ha MaTepHaja Ha mpobara M MeToia Ha m3onupane. Pabotu ce Ha amapar Rotor Gene Q
Splex machine (QIAGEN GmbH, Germany) cnopen WHCTPYKIHMHTE Ha MPOW3BOAWTENS M Ha Kuta. [IpriioxkeH e
CIEeTHHUAT aMIUTH(UITUPAIT TPOTOKON: obparHa TpaHcKpumus u Taq axruBamus (50°C 3a 30 mua 1 95°C 3a 10
MuH), crenBada To 40 mukbeiaa Ha PCR ammum¢ukanys B 1Be CTHIIKY U AeTeKIHs Ha curHaua Ha 94°C 3a 15 cex u Ha
58°C 3a 60 cek. KaTo momoxuTeneH pe3yarar ce OTYNTa HATUYUETO Ha aMIUTH(UKAIWS Mpean 35 mpar Ha IUKbIIA.
W3nom3BaHu ca MaTeMaTHUeCKH W CTaTHCTHYECKM METOIM 3a 0o0paboTka Ha MNONydYyeHWTe JaHHU. ToBa aaBa
BB3MOYKHOCT 32 pealiHa Ol[eHKa M ChIIOCTaBKa Ha PE3yITaTuTe C APYrH U3TOYHUIIH.

4. PE3YJITATU U IMCKYCHUs

[pu mecTuMa OT HeTAECET U3CIEABaHN CE MMO3UTUBHPA M OuHaTa 1poba 3a Sars-CoV-2, koeto Bb3nH3a Ha 12 % ot
TecTBaHMTE Jua. [Ipn moutn Bcraky m3cienBanu — 98% wuMa CyOeKTHBHH U OOCKTHBHH OIUIAKBAHWS, Hali- 4ecTa e
XHIIepPEeMUsATa Ha KOHIOHKTHBUTE— OTHOBO IIPH ITOYTH BCUUKH H3caeaBann 98%.

@Due. 1 Bpoii nponexcanu OHu 8 GOTHUYUHO 3a6e0eHUe CHPAMO HAXOOKAMA 8 KOHIOHKMUGHAMA npoda
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IIpu cenocrassiHe pesynrarute oT PCR TecTa 0T KOHIOHKTHBATa M Opos JHU B CTAllMOHAP, CE BIIK/A, Ue MALUCHTUTE
C perucTpHUpaH MO3UTHUBEH PE3yTaT ca KOHIEHTpHpaHH B rpynuTe 10 10 muu n Hax 20 AHU NpoJekaHu B OOTHUYIHO
3aBenenue. B rpymure Hag 10 go 15 gum u Han 15 no 20 nHM uMa HalW4YUe €IMHCTBEHO HA MALMEHTH C
OTpHIATEIICH PE3YINITAaT, KaTo Te ca CboTBETHO 36% 1 14% oT 001must Opoii u3ciaeaBaHN NalUeHTH.
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Haii-Bucok e mpoueHtsT 72% Ha manueHtuTe, KOuTo umar orpuuareseH PCR TecT oT o4yeH cekpeT U umar
nHeBMOHUs. [Tannentute, npu kouto PCR TecThT OT O4YeH CEKpeT € MO3UTHBEH U UMaT MHEeBMOHUS ca 8%. Tesu,
KOWTO HsMAaT NMHEBMOHHUS U ca ¢ orpumareneH PCR tect ca paBHM Ha Te3n, KOWTO HAMAT ITHEBMOHHUS U ca C
nosnoxkuresieH pe3ynrar oT PCR TecT oT o4eH CeKkpeT, a UMEHHO BCAKa OT TE3H IPyNH UMa 110 4%.

@uz.3 bpoii nponexcanu OHU ¢ HY)HCOA OM OONBIHUMETHO NOOAGAH KUCTIOPOO CRPAMO HAX00KAMA 6
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JAOI'BJIHUTEJICH KUCJIOPO C 3,4% OT MAOUCHTUTE U B JIBCTC I'PYIIH. HaLII/ICHTI/ITC C OTpULATCJICH PE3YITaT OT TeCTa
ca Hall-MHOTO OT H3CJICABAHUTE IPU 11 JAHU JOI'BJIHUTCIHO MMOAaBAHEC Ha KUCJIOPO.
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Ha ¢urypara e npeacTaBeHO paslpeAeieHHETO Ha Hali-BHCOKaTa TeliecHa Temmeparypa u pesyarature or PCR
TecTa OT OueH cekpeT. AdeOpUIHU ¢ OTpUIATENIeH pe3yaTar oT TecTa ca 36% OT U3cieABaHUTE MAlUeHTH, a 6% ca
adeOpmIHUTE C MO3UTUBEH pe3yiTar.. I[lalMeHTHTe ¢ MO3WTHBEH pe3yiTaT OT TeCTa ca perucTpupaHu npu 37,5
rpaxyca, 38 rpagyca u 38,5 rpagyca Haii-BHCOKa TEJIECHA TeMIeparypa M MpezicTaBisBar 2% OT MalUeHTUTE U B
TPUTE TPYIH.

Ducz.5 bpoii nponexncanu onu 6 Omoenenue no aHeCmMe3U0102Us U UHMEH3UBHO TleueHuUe

egnHcTBeHo oTtpuuateneH PCR B KOHIOHKTMBHATA

npoba
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Ha ¢wurypara e mpemctaBeHO paslpeleNeHHETO Ha Mpoiexannte IHH B OTIoeneHHe MO aHECTE3HONIOTHS |
HWHTEH3UBHO JiedeHue u pesyatarure oT PCR Tecta ot ouen cekpet. [lanuentu ¢ mo3utuseH pesynrat ot PCR tecta
OT O4YEH CEeKpeT JIMICBAT, Thil Karo NpU TSAX HE CE € HAIOKWIO NpeBexaaHe B To3u cekrop. [Ipu 50 % ot
W3CIIe/IBAHNUTE, BCUUKU C OTPHUIATENICH pe3ydaTaT OT oyHara npoba, mpeoOianaBamiusaT Opod NpOJIekKaHW ITHU B
OTJIeJICHHUE [0 aHECTE3HOJIOTUS M MHTEH3UBHO JieueHue B 15 nuu. o 16,7% ca Te3u manueHTH, KOUTO ca IpeKapaiu
Tam 7, 10 u 18 nHu.

5. 3AKUIIOYEHUE

OT XOCHHUTANN3UPaHUTE MAMEHTH N0 1oBo yMepeHa mo Texxect COVID-19 undeknus, 12% nasat nmonoxuTenHa
Sars-CoV-2 npoba xakro HazodapuHreaneH, Taka ¥ OT KOHIOHKTUBEH cekpeT. CyOeKTHBHH OIIAKBAaHHS NMAT ITOYTH
BCHYKH HM3CIIEIBAHM, a KaTO OOEKTHBHHU — Haii- 4eCTa € XUIIEPEMUITa — OTHOBO IIPH ITIOYTH BCHUKH U3cienBann 98%.
[Manmenture, mpu KOWTO HE € perucTpupaHa 0OenonpoOHa MHEBMOHUS, Ca IPOLEHTHO PaBHOCTOWHH CIIOpEN
JI0Ka3BaHEeTO Win He Ha Sars-CoV-2 B KOHIOHKTHBHA IIpo0a.

He ca peructpupanu nanuenTu ¢ no3utuseH pesyatat PCR B odeH cekper, KOUTO Jia ca mpesefeHn B OTaeseHue 1o
AQHECTE3HMOJIOTHS ¥ MHTEH3UBHO JICYEHHE.

3a GonHuTe ¢ mo3uTuBeH Sars-CoV-2 B KOHIOHKTHBHA 1P00a, CTAIIMOHAPHOTO JICYEHHE MPObIKABA OTHOCUTEIIHO
[O- JBJITO, T€ UMAaT 10- HecTaOW/IHA KHCJIOPOJHA caTypalus, He Ce PEruCTpUparT ChIIECTBEHH PA3JIUKH I10
OTHOIIEHHE Ha (eOpUIINTETa U MAKCUMAITHO OTYETEHUTE CTOMHOCTH Ha TeJlecHaTa TeMIleparypa.

n3BOAU

Heo06xoanmo e TOIbIHNATENTHO U3CiIeABaHe Ha BPB3KUTE MEX Iy Hammauero Ha Sars-CoV-2 B KOHIOHKTHBHA Npoda 1
ocobernoctute Ha mporudanero Ha COVID -19, Thit kaTo HE3aBHCHMO OT TIO3UTHBHPAHETO B HazodapuHKca, Sars-
CoV-2 He BUHArW ce JOKa3Ba U B KOHIOHKTUBHUS cak Ha OomHus. [IpenBu JecHUs TOCTHII HA Ta3u Mpoda, TakoBa
npoy4YBaHe OM Jajo MOTEHIHall B ObJelle Ja ce MPOTHO3Mpa KIMHWYHHUS XOJ Ha 3a00JIIBAHETO Ha 3acerHAaTHTE
MAIMeHTH, Ja Ce B3eMaT NPEeBaHTHBHM MEPKH, Ja ce u30ArBa CBPBXAMATHOCTHKATa W TepamusaTa IpHu
KOpOHABUPYCHATa WH(EKIHS.
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