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Abstract: This paper examines the crucial role of the teacher in developing critical thinking and historical analysis
in students, two essential skills for the intellectual and civic formation of individuals. Critical thinking is a skill that
enables individuals to analyze, evaluate, and argue information and ideas in depth, while historical analysis involves
assessing and interpreting historical events and processes to understand their impacts on society and culture. This
article highlights how teachers can encourage students to develop these skills through active teaching methods, such
as classroom discussions, research projects, debates, and the use of historical sources. The use of challenging
questions, analysis of various sources, and role-playing are some of the techniques that help students develop a
deeper understanding of historical events and formulate independent thoughts. Additionally, this paper discusses the
benefits of developing these combined skills, including the ability to argue and make informed decisions, as well as
increased awareness of the complexity of history. In conclusion, teachers play a crucial role in developing these
skills, helping students become responsible and informed citizens through a comprehensive and analytical approach
in learning history subject.

Keywords: critical thinking, historical analysis, teacher, teaching methodology, discussions, research projects,
debates, historical sources, students

1.INTRODUCTION

Critical thinking and historical analysis are essential skills for preparing students for the rapidly changing and
complex world of today. In an era characterized by a constant flow of information, often unverified, it is crucial for
students to develop the ability to analyze and evaluate information independently and critically (Lai, 2017). This
skill is equally important when it comes to history, as students need to understand historical events not just as facts
but also by analyzing them within different social, cultural, and political contexts (VanSledright, 2017). This process
helps students become more informed and ready to actively and responsibly participate in society (Lewandowski &
Butler, 2018).

The aim of this research is to explore the teacher’s role in developing critical thinking and historical analysis skills
in students. Teachers have a significant influence on how students develop these skills by using teaching strategies
such as discussions, group projects, and historical source analysis (Seixas, 2020). These methods help students
develop a deeper and more complex understanding of history and think critically about past events and their
consequences.

This research aims to analyze the methods and strategies that teachers can use to develop critical thinking and
historical analysis skills in students. Students who are capable of thinking critically are more likely to analyze and
evaluate events and information deeply, which is necessary for academic success and the development of
independent thinking (Bailin et al., 2019). Furthermore, these skills help students formulate strong thoughts and
arguments on historical topics and develop a rich understanding of historical contexts and the impacts of events.

For this study, literature review and theoretical analysis methods were employed to investigate the teacher’s role in
developing critical thinking and historical analysis skills in students. This included reviewing academic sources and
previous studies on teaching methodologies, such as class discussions, research projects, debates, historical source
analysis, and role-playing. Through these methods, the study examined how teachers can stimulate students' abilities
to develop an analytical and critical approach to historical events and information, as well as the benefits that
students can gain from these enhanced skills.

2. DEVELOPMENT OF CRITICAL THINKING IN STUDENTS

Critical thinking is a process that involves analyzing information in a structured manner, evaluating evidence and
arguments, and creating strong and sustainable reasoning. This process is particularly important for the intellectual
development of students, as it helps them develop the ability to think independently and understand deeply the
concepts and ideas they encounter in daily life and in the academic field. According to Ennis (2011), critical thinking
is a key component of education and the creation of informed and engaged citizens who are able to contribute to
society.
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In improving critical thinking, teachers play an important role. By using methods such as guided discussions and in-
depth material analysis, they can encourage students to evaluate information from different perspectives and form
opinions based on strong arguments. According to Arum & Roksa (2011), an active teaching approach that includes
debates and critical thinking helps students develop the necessary skills to think and argue independently.

Methods such as "problem-based learning" and using questions that require reflection and reasoning are also
effective for developing critical thinking. These methods challenge the student to seek evidence, consider alternative
options, and draw conclusions based on deep analysis (Paul & Elder, 2014).

Open and challenging questions: Teachers can use questions that challenge students to think deeply and analyze
historical events from different perspectives. Questions that require more than just a simple answer are powerful for
developing critical thinking (Lai, 2017).

Teaching the concept of "double thinking": This is a process where students learn to examine two aspects of a
problem or historical event and consider the possibilities and limitations of both sides (Lewandowski & Butler,
2018). For example, for a historical event like World War II, students might examine the positive and negative
impacts it had on both Albania and the world.

To help students develop critical thinking in history, teachers can use several activities and techniques designed to
stimulate deep analysis and discussion. Some concrete examples include:

Discussions based on historical sources: Using historical documents, reports, and other materials from different
periods of history is an excellent way to develop critical thinking. Students can examine these materials and discuss
how they might be interpreted differently depending on the political and social context of the time. For example,
analyzing a document from the period of the communist regime in Albania could help students think about the
effects of propaganda and how information can manipulate public opinion (Van Sledright, 2017).

Case studies: Teachers can use case studies to encourage students to examine historical events and make connections
between causes and consequences. For example, students could study the dissolution of Yugoslavia and the impact
this event had on the political and social development of Albania.

Research projects and analysis of historical events: Students can be encouraged to undertake projects that involve
researching and analyzing historical events from different perspectives. This might include creating presentations
that explore the factors that led to major events, such as the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact and its impact on the history
of Albania (Facione, 2015).

Chronological organization and analysis of interconnections: Students can create a chronological order of events
and analyze the interactions between different events. For example, they could examine the period between the two
World Wars and the impact it had on Albania, and then link this to international developments.

3. HISTORICAL ANALYSIS AND THE ROLE OF THE TEACHER

Historical analysis is a deep process that involves evaluating and interpreting historical events and processes, taking
into account the factors that influenced them and the consequences they had on society and culture. This process not
only involves memorizing facts and events but requires students to understand the context and analyze the impacts
that historical events had on social, political, and economic development (VanSledright, 2017). The importance of
historical analysis lies in its ability to help students form a deep and complex understanding of the world around
them, enabling them to become informed and responsible citizens (Seixas, 2020). In a constantly changing world,
where information and opinions are often polarized, it is essential for students to develop the ability to analyze
information and understand how past events may influence the present and future (Bailin et al., 2021).

Teachers play a key role in developing students' abilities to assess historical sources and understand the context in
which events occur. They can use various strategies to help students develop these skills:

Analysis of different sources: Teachers can encourage students to examine various historical sources, such as
documents, letters, photographs, and oral histories. Using these sources helps students understand that history is a
dynamic process, and that events can be interpreted in different ways by individuals and groups (Seixas, 2020).
Historical and critical context. Teachers can help students understand that every historical event has a specific
political, social, and economic context that must be considered. This helps avoid a simplistic reading of events and
encourages deep reflection on the reasons and consequences of these events (VanSledright, 2017).

Interpretation of historical sources: Teachers can guide students in interpreting historical sources and encourage
them to ask questions about the different perspectives offered by these sources. This helps them develop a critical
stance towards the sources and understand that not all sources are reliable or objective (Bailin et al., 2021).

To develop students' analytical skills, teachers can use a variety of methods that help draw deep meanings from
historical events. Some of the main methods are:

Analysis of different sources: Teachers can use different sources such as historical documents, period articles, letters,
photographs, and films to encourage students to analyze these sources and evaluate their context and impact. For
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example, to study the period of World War II, teachers might use documents from that time, such as press reports,
acts, and international agreements, assessing the impact of these documents on the development of events (Seixas,
2020).

Debates on historical interpretations: Another effective method is using classroom debates on different
interpretations of historical events. For example, the teacher may ask students to argue how different events could be
interpreted in different ways from perspectives such as nationalists, communists, or democrats in the context of
Albanian history. This process helps students develop the ability to analyze and evaluate different arguments and
develop a rich understanding of events (Paul & Elder, 2014).

Case Studies: Using case studies is a powerful method to encourage students to analyze specific events and connect
facts with their consequences. For example, a case study could examine the fall of communism in Albania and the
impacts it had on the country's society and economy, asking students to analyze sources and discuss the
consequences of this period (Bailin et al., 2019).

4. INTEGRATING CRITICAL THINKING AND HISTORICAL ANALYSIS

Critical thinking and historical analysis are two interconnected skills that can be intertwined to create a
comprehensive and effective approach to teaching. Historical analysis requires students to examine events and
historical information from different perspectives and evaluate the impacts and consequences of those events, while
critical thinking involves the ability to analyze, evaluate, and reason deeply and independently (Facione, 2021).
When these skills are combined, they help students understand not only the facts but also the interpretations and
potential consequences of past events.

One way to integrate these two skills is through the use of active teaching methods, such as discussions and research
projects, where students must analyze historical sources and develop well-structured arguments about events and
their consequences. For example, students could discuss the impact of World War II on Albania and examine how
the events were interpreted by various historians and the influence of these interpretations on the formation of
national identity (Bailin et al., 2019). This helps students develop the ability to argue and make informed decisions
about past events and their influence on the present.

To ensure that students develop both critical thinking and historical analysis skills simultaneously, the teacher can
use several teaching strategies:

Integrating analytical and critical activities in the classroom: The teacher can organize activities that challenge
students to analyze historical events and make connections between facts and interpretations. The use of discussions
based on open-ended questions and the analysis of various historical sources can help develop both skills
simultaneously (Paul & Elder, 2014). For example, the teacher may ask students to argue the consequences of World
War I on the Balkan states and use different sources to support their reasoning.

Development of research projects and debates: Students can be encouraged to develop research projects on specific
historical events and prepare for debates where they must defend or oppose different positions on a historical event,
using arguments supported by historical sources (VanSledright, 2017). This helps develop critical thinking and a
deeper understanding of historical events. A concrete example could be studying the impact of World War II on
Albania. Students could be divided into groups and defend different positions, such as Albania's policy of neutrality,
using historical sources to support their arguments in a debate, thus developing both critical thinking and historical
analysis.

Using case studies and role-playing: This method can help students develop deep thinking skills. For example, a
student might play the role of a political leader in the post-World War II period and argue their positions on the
developments that occurred, relying on various sources (Bailin et al., 2019).

The development of combined critical thinking and historical analysis skills offers several important benefits for
students:

The ability to argue and make informed decisions: Students who develop critical thinking and historical analysis
skills are better equipped to formulate strong arguments and make informed decisions about past events and current
issues. They can use the resources and information they have learned to support their viewpoints and justify their
thoughts (Lai, 2020).

Increased ability to analyze and interpret information: Students who are capable of analyzing historical events and
applying critical thinking are also more adept at analyzing information in other areas and developing an
independent, analytical approach to data and information sources (Seixas, 2020).

Increased awareness of the complexity of history: This process helps students understand that historical events are
neither simple nor isolated but are connected to various social, economic, and political factors. This makes them
more aware of the complexity of the world and the interconnection of different events and developments
(VanSledright, 2017).
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5.CONCLUSIONS

This paper addressed two key skills for the development of students: critical thinking and historical analysis. The
importance of critical thinking was emphasized for the intellectual development of students, enabling them to think
independently, evaluate information, and develop a deep understanding of events and arguments. Additionally, the
role of historical analysis in helping students understand and interpret historical events was examined, connecting
these events to their context and assisting students in understanding their consequences for the present and future.
The teacher’s role was identified as essential in the development of these skills, through teaching methods and
strategies that encourage students to analyze, argue, and develop critical thinking (Seixas, 2020; Paul & Elder,
2014).

The teacher's role is pivotal in developing critical thinking and historical analysis skills in students. The teacher is
not merely an information transmitter, but a guide who encourages students to engage actively with historical
materials and resources, guiding them in the process of analysis and interpretation. Through discussions, practical
activities, and research projects, the teacher can create a learning environment that encourages students to think
critically and argue about historical events and developments. The teacher also helps develop the ability to use
various sources and analyze them in a way that enables students to develop a deeper understanding of events and
contexts (Bailin et al., 2019).

To improve teaching practices in the development of critical thinking and historical analysis, several measures can
be taken:

Improving the use of diverse historical sources: Teachers can use a wider range of sources, including authentic
documents, letters, photographs, and other period materials, to enrich historical analyses and discussions. Using
these resources can help students develop a broader understanding of historical events and form a critical stance
toward the information.

Developing opportunities for debates and active discussions: The use of debates and active discussions is an
effective method for developing critical thinking. Teachers can encourage students to discuss historical events, using
arguments supported by sources, and develop the ability to analyze and evaluate different perspectives.

Encouraging research and independent projects: Students can be encouraged to engage in independent research and
projects, where they can examine specific historical events, analyze sources, and formulate arguments and opinions
based on facts and analysis. This helps develop critical thinking and the ability to analyze and interpret events in
depth (VanSledright, 2017).

Incorporating technology and digital resources: Teachers can use technology and digital resources to enhance
history lessons, using software, platforms, and applications that can provide new opportunities for analyzing and
discussing historical events. This would help students develop other necessary skills for analysis and interpretation.
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